Of Plates, and Pots, and Pans - The Early History of Penicillin
Dr Edward Duvall

After training in histopathology in the Department of Pathology in Edinburgh Dr Duvall was a
Senior Lecturer/ Consultant in Cytopathology based at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh until
retirement. His main interests were undergraduate teaching of pathology , and quality control of
cervical cytopathology as part of the cervical screening programme. Since retiring he has been a
volunteer guide at the National Museum of Scotland leading tours taking in objects ranging from
dinosaurs to MRI scans.

A virtual tour of some of the objects in the National Museum of Scotland in Chambers Street that
illustrate the early history of penicillin from its discovery in 1928 to its use in the Royal Infirmary
of Edinburgh in the early 1950s.



